
The 2026 OzSky  Star Safari
Coonabarabran, NSW

Hosted by  the Volunteers of 3RF Australia



- Lachlan MacDonald

- Anne Adkins

- Andrew Murrell

- Gary Kopff

- David Batagol

- Matt Bielski

- Vello Tabur

- Michael Prochoda
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The first of these internationally -focussed Southern Skies Observing Trips was held 33 years ago in May 1993

- 1993: òOperation Pacific StormóMt. Kaputar, NSW

- 1994 ð2003: òAussie Sky Safarisó Various locations, ad -hoc

- 1999: òAyers Rock (Uluru) Star SafarióAyers Rock (Ulu ru), NT

- 2004 ð2010: òDeepest South Texas Star SafarisóCoonabarabran, NSW

DSTSS òAlumnió Star SafarisCoonabarabran, NSW

- 2010: OzSky òOutbackó Star SafariNhulunbuy - East Arnhem Land, NT

- 2011 ð2026: OzSky òClassicó Star SafarisCoonabarabran, NSW

OzSky òAlumnió Star SafariCrooked Corner, NSW

Future OzSky Star Safari Dates

- Nov 2026: OzSky òAlumni ò Star SafariCrooked Corner ðNov 7 ð14, 2026

- Apr 2027: OzSky òClassicó Star SafariCoonabarabran ðApr 3 ð10, 2027

A Brief History  of OzSky
Past OzSky  Event Names  &   Locations
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Past OzSky  T -Shirt Collection



A Brief History  of OzSky
Past Group Photos (small selection)



Key Observing Highlights

Å Southern Sky Orientation & Guided Sky Tours ð20:00, first three nights

Å Dark Out: Free -Range Observing commences at 20:30 every night ðNote our strictly -enforced light policy

Å All official 3RF/OzSky telescopes close at midnight on Friday night

Key Workshops

Å Up to four Presentations or Workshops most days (~45 ð60 minutes each)

Å Sunday @ 13:00 How to Align and Use the Argo Navis - Recommended for new users

Å Monday @ 10:00 A comprehensive 3 -part series on using a DSLR for nightscapes and processing your images

Key Social Events

Å Sunday @ 17:30 Group Photo : Please wear your new OzSky T -Shirt

Å Sunday @ 18:00 Aussie BBQ Dinner òWelcome to OzSky ó ðAll Welcome!

Å Friday @ 17:00 Peopleõs Choice Photo Votingand OzSky Door Prizes

Å Friday @ 17:30 Aussie BBQ Dinner òFarewell from OzSky ó ðAll Welcome!

Daily  Schedule of Events
Key  Highlights for the week



GUIDED TOURS

Siding Spring Observatory, the Anglo -Australian Telescope (AAT) & the UK Schmidt Telescope

Siding Spring Observatory Walking Tour: 10:00

UK Schmidt Telescope Guided Tour: 12:00

Anglo -Australian Telescope Guided Tour: 14:00

Available daily EXCEPT Tuesdays.  Bookings are essential .

Bookings: https://www.CoonabarabranStarGazing.com.au

SELF-GUIDED TOURS 

AAT Public Viewing Gallery and the Visitorõs Centre

AAT Public Viewing Gallery: 08:30 ð16:00 daily

SSO Café and Exploratory: 08:30 ð16:00 daily except Tuesdays

Bookings not required

Details: https://www.SidingSpringObservatory.com.au

Other Daily  Activity  Options
Unscheduled Options ­Tours



Self -Guided Hiking Trips

Warrumbungle National Park ðCLOSED from 3pm Sunday

White Gum Lookout Easy 1 hr return

Grand High Top HARD 6 hrs return

Mount Exmouth HARD 6 hrs return

Belougery Split Rock Medium/Hard 4 hrs return

Elsewhere in the Region

The Sandstone Caves Easy/Medium 2 hrs return

Sculptures in the Scrub Easy/Medium 2 hrs return

Local road tr ips

Pilliga State Forest 1 hr return

Australia Telescope National Facility 3 hrs return

World's Largest Solar System Scale Model 4 hrs return

Other Daily  Activity  Options
Unscheduled Options

Local Galler ies &  Exhibitions

Pilliga Pottery

The Wool Shop

Coonabarabran Art Gallery

Aboriginal cultural walks and tours

Guided Birding Walks (best early morning)

Crystal Kingdom (Gem & Mineral collection)

Diprotodon display ðCoona Visitorsõ Centre

Donõt forget to refer to my earlier email for more 

ideas and driving directions
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Telescopes & Eyepieces
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25ó ä/5 Obsession + Argo Navis  31mm Nagler, 17mm Nagler, 9mm Nagler

25ó ä/5 Obsession + Argo Navis  31mm Nagler, 17mm Nagler, 9mm Nagler

20ó ä/5 Obsession  31mm Nagler, 17mm Ethos, 8mm Ethos

18ó ä/4.5 Obsession + Argo Navis  31mm Nagler, 17mm Nagler, 9mm Nagler, ParaCorr

18ó ä/4.5 Obsession + Argo Navis  26mm Nagler, 12mm Nagler, 7mm Nagler, ParaCorr

18ó ä/4.5 Obsession + Argo Navis  26mm Nagler, 12mm Nagler, 7mm Nagler, ParaCorr

18ó ä/4.2 Obsession UC + Argo Navis  31mm Nagler, 13mm Ethos, ParaCorr

12ó ä/5 Binocular Telescope  

25 x 150mm  Fujinon Binoculars  on a Joystick -Controlled SkyRover Digital StarChair 3000

Plus a few (bonus) privately -owned telescopes

Thatõs over 192ó of aperture which you all have direct access to for the whole week!

Telescopes and Equipment
Telescopes & Eyepieces



- Watch for obstacles between your rooms and the observing field 

ÅGround -Level Trampoline

ÅSmall Trees

ÅShelters / Play Areas

ÅTaps / Faucets

ÅPosts

- Please familiarise yourself with the route to/from your room or car

Site Hazards ­Be Aware



ÅDedicated sets of 2 ð3 eyepieces matched to each telescope

ÅEyepiece sets to stay with assigned telescope

ÅOzSky Eyepieces are NEVER to be placed in pockets

ÅPlease return to case when not in use

ÅRespect the Dark ð DIM* RED Lights only  from 8:00pm to 5:00am every night

ÅRoom Curtains fully closed ð Front AND back

ÅDo NOT use roomsõ Outside Lights ð Cover your outside light switches with tape

ÅCheck your inside AND outside lights are OFF  before leaving site  each day

OzSky  Star Safari Etiquette
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ÅALL OzSky telescopes are for SHARED communal use  ð No exclusive access

Hints for sharing:

Å Join the queue  if you want to use a specific telescope.  Try to experience all the telescopes

Å Listen out for calls  of òWho wants to look at NGC ####ó ð especially from Andrew Murrell

Å Offer to share your observing list  with others, or team up with others with similar observing lists

Å Openly share telescopes between objects  if you are doing a long or challenging list

Privately -owned telescopes: Access as per the respective owner.

If in doubt, just aské

OzSky  Star Safari Etiquette


